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A RECORD OF WOHEN’S CLASSES.

From Personal Report of Miss E. L.

Sinejds, September, 1904.

Nong Chyun Tuk Hoong C^ass .

—

Enrolled 98; average attendance 55.

There were at least 75 listeners and
students in our class on Sunday and a

row of women and children outside the

door. I noted a pretty custom in the

way the collection was taken : the coins

were brought in little bright-colored

bags, which were quietly laid on the

tray as it was passed, and the owners
found their small receptacles after ser-

vice to take away for future use. On
the first day of this class a baptized

woman said that she had so much other
work to do that it was impossible to find

time for Bible study. She was given a

most decided “lecture” on the subject

by Kangsi and one of the other sisters,

so I suppose she must have deserved it.

Her clothes w’ere very dirty and she
didn’t seem particularly ambitious in

any line. Many times I have observed
that the Korean teacher addresses one
person only, the ofher members of the
company listening intently to what she
says, and the words having apparently as

good a general effect as if she had includ-

ed the whole audience.
A letter of greeting came to the class

here from deacon Tyung Kue Tyuhg,
who could not be with us : he is evident-
ly very highly esteemed by the Christ-
ians. The studies here were full of in-

terest, the women and girls eagerly
listening and asking questions. These
days are revelations to one’s own heart of
the goodness of God and the riches of

His Word and of the inheritance which
He has in store for His people.

EuiJu Ko Ryun Sak Chang Class.

Enrolled 30; average attendance 25.

Kim Kwan Kun chosa was very helpful

here. He taught in the afternoons of

several days and arranged for or led

morning prayers and evening services.

He conducted the studies beautifully,

with the art of a teacher who knows his

subject and is in love with it. After our

morning studies together we found that

some in the class had not grasped many
of tiie thoughts presented; so subdivid-

ed immediately after the general work
for special effort for individuals, having
those who knew the lesson try by repeti-

tion to put it into the duller minds.

A few sight-seers came in occasional-

ly, and among them a dear old lady and
her daughter-in-law who wished to be

taught the doctrine. The women who
helped them had no doubt but that they
were of “the elect,” and freely expres-

sed their joy and gratitude that God had
cho'en and brought them out from
among the heathen. A request for a

visit came from a wealthy house some
distance from the church, and Kim Que
Ban and her co-worker reported an in-

teresting time among the people they

met tlierc.

In spite of the rooms here having been
either cold or smoky a good deal of the

time (we chose a “constitutional” rather

than suffocation while the fires under
the floor were burning! it was delightful

to be among these people, who made my
stay as pleasant as possible. 'How little

it means after all to spend but a few

days in small rooms, dirty and dark; but

we do pity those who all their iives have

no other shelters. How great the con-

trast between the houses and the pleasant

location among the mountains, where all

out-of doors is light and clean and
beautiful.
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Instead of stopping at inns on our
way home frosn this place, one of the reg-

ular attendants of the class went on
ahead of us to prepare dinner for the
company who were going that way.
We stayed all night at the house of Kim
chipsa, whose wife is a bright, cheery,
busy little woman with three nice

daughters. Our next day’s dinner was
at the home of a widow who lives at Kat
Pa Whe, the mother of one of our
school-girls

;
and here we were enter-

tained in state. “Sister Kim” had gone
on before to see about preparations for

our reception, and the home was one of

the most comfortable and luxurious I’ve

seen in Korea. I really felt out of place

in my dusty worn travelling garb. But
the best part of the visit was that the

sight-seers who gathered in had to listen

as well as look
;
and after Kaugsi and

Kimsi had said what they wished an
elderly woman was introduced to me as

“a lost sheep” with the request that I

should speak to her; a few days after I

heard that she had come back to the

fold.

Tyul San E An Class .—Enrolled 82

;

average attendance 46. A numb-’r of

bright young girls here suggested a

problem for the future. They have a

thirst for knowledge and could take time
for study if they had a teacher. Would
it not be possible, until the teacher is

provided, to have a course of home study
prepared for such girls?

On the last day of class here a list of

texts for memorizing was given to the

girls. We did. this in some other places

also, offering a book as a reward for the

recitation of them, the deacon to notify

me when the work was done. The
books were sent in February to nine

girls who had fulfilled the task. I have
also tried the systematic use of leaflets,

giving one to each woman and girl pre-

sent, asking her to read it and then pass

it on to some one not yet a believer,

explaining the meaning and urging ac-

ceptance of the doctrine. I know no-

thing of the results of this plan, but it

may help perhaps to impress upon sotne

that every one in the church should be

a force for work.
Eui Ju Ko Syung Class .—Enrolled

74 ;
average attendance 52. Our journey

from E An to this place was rather a

hard one, but we were repaid for all our
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efforts when we met the women at the
regular prayer-meeting just after our
arrival. Our class-work began the next
morning with studies in .Matthew. I

enjoyed the women here especially.
Strangers frequently came in and I got
around to a number of the homes in the
vicinity. In one house, where most of
the inmates are Christians, I met a love-
ly young woman of eighteen years,
whose husband and parents-in-law are
still unbelievers ; so, although she has a
“believing mind” it is taken for granted
that she cannot attend church. Of
course we have learned that the young
daughter-in-law in Korea has very little

opportunity for independent action, and
one’s heart goes out in special love and
desire to help just such as these. Eater
this very one came to a service or two,
and we pray that she may become strong
in Him to witness for her Savior. How
precious we should esteem each op-
portunity to lead a .soul closer to God !

On our return to Syen Chyun we ex-
pected to spend a night at an inn where
we had frequently stopped

;
but some

one there was sick, and the room was
occupied by a Japanese, so we had to go
on. ‘Twas nearly dark and several of

our coolies were drunk, but after a while
we found a house where we finally

secured permission to stay. One room,
about eight by eight feet in size, suflSced

for seven persons, the three women go-

ing with me home from class, the
hostess, her daughter-in-law and young
daughter, and myself, and we succeeded
in getting a fair amount of rest, al-

though we were crowded. We were
very grateful for the hospitality which
permitted us shelter, and one appreciates
even an uninviting Korean house at

such times. When we learned that this

family had been inquiring about Christ-

ianity and had read some of the books,

we realized why we had been led to that

house. Of course Kim Que Ban must
stop in the midst of her supper to an-

swer questions and urge them to believe

at once. I think that Dr. Van Dyke
might write another chapter perhaps, if

he knew this earnest evangelist who has

such a passion for preaching the Gospel
—her “ruling passion.”

Nap Chyun Class .—Enrolled 28 ;

average attendance nearly 20. The
Christian women here were very eager ‘
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to study and a good many strangers

came in, among whom several gave
evidence of deep interest. One intense

young woman was afraid “not to be-

lieve,” yet she knew her own weakness,
that she could not trust herself to con-

tinue in the faith, and desired our spe-

cial prayers in her behalf.

I made a few calls while staying at

this place, one on the deacon’s aged
mother, who had been out to several

meetings, but the cold weather had
caused a slight illness

;
and she wept

because she was deprived of coming to

say goodbye. One of the most earnest
and intelligent of the church women
here is a widow, who makes her living

by selling ‘‘kook soo” (vermicelli). Her
seven-year-old daughter goes to school
with the boys at present, because there is

no girls’ school for her to attend. Here
I had the opportunity of giving an in-

fant its first two baths (let us not be
faithless and fear they might have been
the last), using a ‘‘pak-a-jl ’ (half a
gourd) as a basin. A dear baby it was
too, though ‘‘only a girl.”

Nyum Pang C7ass.—Enrolled 40;
average attendance 30. We had chosen
the first three chapters of John's Gospel
for our morning studies, and a part of
his first letter for some of our after-
noons, and so many lessons about love
and unit}’ came to us before I learned
that the lack of those graces in suflfi-

cient quantity was the reason why the
church was not in a flourishing condi-
tion. The serious situation is recogniz-
ed by some of the members, so I trust
that the proper remedy may be applied
and with success.

My attention was called to a very sick
old lady here, and I wished exceedingly
for a doctor’s presence, or else mv
absence; but finally decided that if my
mother should need to use either the
simple means I had at hand or the Ko-
rean doctor’s prescriptions, I would cer-
tainly choose the former course

; so, if

these people wished, I would do what I

could, though I really feared that the
woman was dying and knew that I was
taking a risk. The patient’s friends, as
well as she, were Christians, and earnest
prayers were offered for her recovery,
or that, if He wished her to leave this
world, an abundant entrance into heaven
might be hers. Just before we returned

to Syen Chyun I heard that she was re-

covering.

TAIKU NORTHERN CIRCUIT.

From Personal Report of Rev. W. M.

Barrett, September, 1904.

'J^HIS year we have tried to develop the
territory by working along two dis-

tinct lines. From seed sown last year
there had strung up a number of be-

lievers. In the first place, it had been
our aim to carefully nurture all these
that have thus started in the Christian

life. And second, we have tried to cover
as wide a territory as possible and sow
the seed in the broad unevangelized dis-

tricts.

During the year in caring for this

work my helper has been in the field a

large part of the time, and also a colpor-

ter has travelled far and wide selling

Bibles, Christian tracts, and literature.

With the exception of one, all the four-

teen magistracies of the district have
been visited at least once and most of

them several timesduringthe year. On
account of the famine times prevailing

my helper and colporter report the sale

of books difiBcult
;
yet they have succeed-

ed in scattering many hundreds of copies

throughout the district.

I myself have taken two long tripsin

this territory, as well as a number of

shorter ones. In December with my
helper I made a circuit of all the villages

where we knew of Christians the year

before, and also visited a number of new
places. Most of the old places we found
growing and the new places gave promise
for the hiture. On this trip I received

one catechumen and we instructed and
better organized the groups as well as

visited a number of niarkets and sold

books.
This spring in April and May I made

my second trip, which was the longest

one I have yet taken on the circuit.

Immediately after the Men’s Bible Class,

with my helper I started eastward from
Taiku and went to the coast of the Jap-
an sea. At Yuu-Il on the coast I spent

a Sabbath with the Christians. From
Yun II I went northward along the coast

for fifty miles, visiting the fish markets
and fishing villages, selling books and
preaching. From the sea coast we next
turned north-westward, going up through
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the mountains to the city of Andong, a

city of about 8,000 people. Here we
spent a week preaching and selling books
and visiting the Christians, and thence
by a circuitous route to the west we re-

turned home. On this trip we spent

thirty days, travelled 280 miles, receiv-

ed four catechumens, visited twenty
markets, preached at many villages and
inns, and sold 600 books and tracts. I

found the country in but little better

condition than last year during the

famine. Famine conditions still pre-

vailed, no grain was to be had at

markets, and women and children were
digging the earth for roots to live on.

These conditions made it difficult to sell

books, but most everywhere we found
the people willing to hear.

On this trip the following incident oc-

curred that illustrates the desire of some
of these people to know more of the Gos-
pel. One day, coming through the

mountains, we passed by a village where
there w’ere some Christians who had but

recently believed. Not knowing of

them, we did not call, but visited a

market ten miles from their home, and
then moved on seven miles and stopped

at an inn for the night. These new be-

lievers had been desirous of seeing the

missionary for some time, and when they

heard he had been at the market they

were greatly disturbed. One of them,
not being able to sleep at all that night

on account of his desire to see the mis-

sionary, got up at two o’clock in the

morning and set out to find us. He
arrived at our inn about sunrise, having
covered the seventeen miles before

breakfast. We gave the man his break-

fast, instructed him, and later he depart-

ed with an armload of books to sell and
to preach to others. We trust this may
be the origin of another group.

PROGRESS AT THE ACADEMY.
From Personal Report of Dr. W. M.

Baird, September, 1904.

TTOLLOWING the arrangement made
last fall, Mr. Swallen, Mr. Blair,

Mr. Bernheisel, and Mr. Tee contribut-

ed from one to three mouths of time to

teaching in the Academy, and more or

less assistance has been rendered as us-

ual by almost every member of the sta-

tion. I cannot express too highly my
appreciation of the value of this assist-
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ance or of the unselfish spirit in which
it was given, neither can I emphasize
too strongly what I deem to be the im-
portance of all the members of the station
coming in contact with the pupil-; and
exerting a pastoral influence over them
by example, by teaching, and by praver.
Two Korean teachers and two tutors

were employed throughout the year.
Voluntary assistance in teaching w.is
also received from some students. There
were five classes in the Academy proper
and for most of the year two divisions
in the preparatory department, making
seven classes in all to be taught.
With five recitations a da}* each, this
would have aggregated 210 recitations
per week to be provided for, had it been
possible to teach them. By many com-
binations of classes the pupils were kept
fairly busy. Most of the studies of the
curriculum were covered, at least par-
tially. It will become increasingly easy,
when we get text books in the ver-
nacular, to pass on certain studies to be
taught by trained Korean teachers.

Most of the boys in the manual labor
department did better work this year
than formerly, and as a rule they showed
a good spirit in their work. Many of

them are eager to be taught trades. I

hope some advance steps may be taken
in this respect next year. The work of

the boys has aggregated 6,208 half days
in press work, field work, carpenter
work, contract labor, and several mis-
cellaneous kinds of labor.

The income from the Korean church
this year was 90.64 yen, or 906.43
nyang, which was contributed by
seventy-four groups. The tuition re-

ceived in money from pupils amounted
to 55.47 }’en. Owing to the war, the
expenses for fuel, food, salaries, etc.,

were much increased. Gifts from var-

ious friends have supplemented deficits

and enabled us to board the pupils.

Each year we begiu'in faith without a

dollar of money for paying the pupils for

their labor and thus supplying them
with food, and each year the income
from pupils labor and from gifts

have covered expenses. The amount
expended this year for food was 643.47
yen. Of this about 263.60 yen was the
aggregate of income from the labor of

the schoolboys.
For the first time a class of students
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was graduated this year, ahd w’ere grant-

ed diplomas written in Korean and
Chinese. The graduates have all been
in attendance since the founding of the
Academy. The original number of the

class was five. One dropped out of

school for financial reasons after finish-

ing his third year. The other one,

whose grade did not permit him to

graduate, hopes to do so with next
year’s class.

The students are a promising body of

youth. They are subject however to

the same temptations to which all youth
are liable At present there is a strong
tendency among them, as among all the
active and progressive minds in China,
Japan, and Korea, toward foreign travel

and foreign education. I believe that

now is a crisis time in our educational
work With the coming in of the Jap-
aue.se outward conditions will all change.
Travel will become easy. Other kinds
of education will be more common and
more in demand. I very much hope
that we may be able to anticipate that
condition of affairs while we have pliable

pupils in our bands, and by giving .some
strong men a strong religious training
to fortify them against the coming flood

of worldly inducements. One of the
prime reasons why we need another man
now in constant connection with the
school is, not only to help teach the
studies that must be taught, but also to

help exert a close personal influence
over the pupils, a sort of pastoral power
over them to help fortify them against
future temptations. If the most of our
Christian youth can be retained and
moulded into efficient workers, we can-
not hope for a more powerful right arm
of Christian usefulness.

I might give many encouraging in-

stances, but have space for but one. A
student named O, from Whang Hai Do,
entered school as an inquirer last fall.

He belongs to a wealthy family of coun-
try gentlemen. He became convinced
by the general influence and teachings
of the school that Christianity was the
truth, and after returning preached it

earnestly to his home neighborhood.
The war prevented his return to school
but he remained at home to preach to

his friends and neighbors in his own
sarang and out on the streets to the
crowds on fair days. The result is a

group started and meeting in his house.
He and a friend of his who had become
a Christian started a school in the neigh-

borhood They both attended the nor-

mal class for teachers and remained
through to attend the summer class for

leaders. Upon their return home they
asked ‘Choi Kwang Ok, one of the tutors

of the Academy, who graduated Jthis

year, to accompany them home and
preach to their neighbors. He went,
and they preached to their companions
on the boat on the way home. Two of

these, from the county of Sin Chun, pro-

fessed to accept Christ. On reaching
their home Choi preached every night in

the sarang, strengthening the believers

there, and after a while returned home
rejoicing, with the report that five new
persons at the home of young O had pro-

fessed conversion.

THE JOY OF ENDURING FOR CHRIST.

From Persona^ Report of Dr. H. G.

Underwood, September, 1904.

passed on to Ma-gun-po, a port on
the Han river, at which place at

one time quite a number of people pro-

fessed an interest in Christianity. We
had soon found however that their in-

terest was very largely with the hope of

obtaining temporal power, and when
they found that they could not get this

they had nearly’ all left. The seed sown
however had found rich ground in the

heart of a young man in the village, and
when all the rest announced that they
would have nothing further to do with
the Gospel, he remained firm, as.serting

that he had first come hoping to obtain

some influence in a political way, but
that he had got something far better

and knew now what eternal life was.

He was subjected to a most severe per-

secution, was driven from his father’s

home, was disinherited, and. when these

methods failed, was, at the order of his

father, one of the richest and most in-

fluential men of the village, dragged by
the people through the streets by his

hair and beaten into insensibility in his

fatlier’s presence. Having heard of his

faith before leaving Seoul, when he pre-

sented himself as a candidate for baptism
I asked him what he had suffered for

Christ. He replied that he had suffered

nothing for the Gospel
;
and insisting
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upon the same, we at once thought that

we had made a mistake in the name of

the man
;
but, enquiring quietlj' of the

leader, found that this was the man of

whom we had heard. We asked him
whether this was not suffering for

Christ, and his reply was touching be-

yond expression when he said “How
could I call that suffering when my Lord
died on the cross for me?” At this

point there were only two applicants for

baptism, this man and his wife, and with
these two the Church of Christ was set

up at Ma-gun-po.

GROWTH IN SYEN CHYEN TERRITORY.
From Annual Report of Syen Chyen

Station, September, 1904.

'PHE territory of Syen Chyen station is

about three hundred miles long and
one hundred and fifty miles wide, em-
bracing the province of North Pyeng An
and an undefined portion of Manchuria.
Work in this section was first assigned

by Pyeng Yang station to Mr. Whitte-
more in 1896. In 1901 the enrolled be-

lievers, including catechumens, having
reached about 1800, a station was opened
atSyen Chyen, about the center of the

southern part of the terri ory. The
growth of the work has beeh steady and
we now have 57 outstations scattered

throughout our territorry with 5119 ad-

herents. Growth has been more rapid

in the southern and more accessible

seacoast counties and most rapid of

all in Eui Ju (Wiju) county, where the

density of population and teachableness

of the people make an especially fruitful

soil for missionary cultivation. About
forty flourishing groups are located iu

the seacoast counties, many of them hav-

ing congregations of from one hundred
to three hundred believers.

The growth of the outstations during
the year has been normal and healthy.

In one place a fine new church seating

five hundred has been erected at a cost

of 3.200 nyang. Two groups in Eui Ju
(Wiju) county have built new churches
at a cost respectively of 1,200 and 3,400
nyang. The latter is, next to the one in

Eui Ju city, the finest church building

in the province. In' four places new
groups have been started by setting off

sections of older congregations that

have grown too large for their present

quarters. One of these is already a .for-
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midable rival to its parent group. An-
other which two years ago was so feeble
that it was advised to unite with some
neighboriugcougregation has now grown
to three hundred members with four ef-
ficient deacons, and is planning a larger
building. A half hour’s walk from this
group is another of two hundred and
fifty members from which most of the
fraudulent ginseng merchants went to
America last year. They have returned
repentant and with a new appreciation
of missionaries now that they have been
to the country they left behind to come
to Korea. Though no visit from the
missionary has been made this year to
the islands off the coast, on two of them
at least, the Gospel has made substan-
tial progress. The support of local mis-
sionaries which developed last year in a

part of our field has been dropped and
we expect to see a large increase next
year in the gifts to the regular Home
Missionary Committee. One of the form-
er local missionaries was called to be-

come the helper on one of the far north-
ern circuits.

In the more distant and mountainous
northern part of our territory the groups
are smaller because of the newne.ss of

the work and the infrequency of mis-
sionary visits, but the rate of increase,

compared w’th other parts of our work,
is much greater. In the two most
northern districts, communicants have
more than doubled iu the past j’^ear,

while nearer at hand the increase, while
not so great, is very good. This is the

section that we hope soon to .see set off

as the territory of a new station which
shall become a center of light for the

northern part of our territory as Syen
Chyun is for the southern. Should the

new station be opened today, it would
have as a nucleus 181 enrolled believers,

which with the unenrolled believers

would make a Christian constituency of

three hundred, considerably larger than
that of many an old and long established

mission station.

Our whole territory is divided for

supervision into nine circuits under as

many Korean helpers. While the try-

ing timss of the war revealed weakness
in one or two of these men, we are glad

to relate that unexpected strength was
developed by others, two of the helpers

doing fine service in visiting their
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groups even while the opposing forces

w'ere moving back and forth across their

circuits. Elder N5’ang, w’bile pursuing
his theological studies and giving freely

of his time in training class work, has

also acted as helper for the Syen Chj’un
circuit. The five more developed cir-

cuits entirely support their helpers.

The four less developed circuits as yet

are able to raise ouly partial support, but
this amounts in the two most northern
circuits to one half.

Under the Home Mission Committee
two men have been preaching in the un-

evaugelized districts. Chay Pong Syuk
w’as assigned to the counties of Kou
Syung, Eui Won, Cho San, and Kang
Kai, and Kim Sang Nun to the counties

of Hu Chang, Cha Syung, Tai Chyun,
and among the Koreans in Manchuria.
The support of these men, of course,

comes from the Koreans, and the effect-

iveness of their work is shown by the

rapid spread of the Gospel in the distant

regions in which they are preaching.

The effect of the war on our work re-

mains to be noted. Since the great

Peking road, which was the highway for

both armies, runs through all the sea-

coast counties, naturally the damage
was heaviest in the most advanced part

of our field. Along the main road many
of the Christians, with most of the pop-
ulation, fled to the mountains at the ap-

proach of the Cossacks, some of them
only returning after the main Japanese
army had passed the Yalu and the scene
of war was transferred to Manchuria. In
fact in many places all the people have
not yet returned to their homes. The
high prices and general insecurity had a

demoralizing effect on a few individual

Christiana, but these cases were supris-

ingly few and on the whole there was
little moral deterioration of the church
through the war. The financial losses to

the Christians were considerable. Those
who left their homes not only suffered

the loss of some of their property, but in

many cases fell a prey to the robber
bands which infested the mountains dur-
ing the general lawlessness.

The damage to church property was
large. The fine new Pak Chyun church
was used by the Japanese as stables. At
a recent business meeting, besides vari-

ous other amounts, the money was pledg-

ed for repairing the building and it will

soon be in use again. The Tyung Ju
church was occup-ed by the Japanese as

a hospital for the wounded after the bat-

tle at that place and has only recently
been restored to its rightful owners.

In the general confusion the Tong
Nim church was burned by heathen
neighbors in revenge for depredations
committed by the Cossacks while quar-
tered in the building. At TyulSan Kwan
the formation of a new group was nipped
in the bud by the war. The Christians
there are only just returning to their

homes. The Tai Mai church is still in

the hands of the Japanese garrison.
The worst damage to church property

was at Eui Ju (Wiju) city. The church
there was originally bought with Board
funds for a missionary residence. It was
damaged in the war of 1894 and repaired
by the Christians and has been used as a

church ever since, having been remodel-
ed several times until it had become the
finest church building in the province,
the Christians having spent on it consid-
erably more than the original purchase
price. The building was used as bar-

racks and stables by the Russians and as

stables by the Japanese, great damage
being done. Some repairs have been
made and such of the congregation as

have returned are once more worship-
ping there, but the Eui Ju people, being
of a wealthier class, can afford to remain
longer in their mountain retreats and
hence are returning to their homes more
slowly than in other localities. At pres-
ent writing the weekly congregation
numbers only about 160, though it form-
erly reached 300.

BREAKING THE NECK OF THE BEAST.

From Personal Report of Rev. L. O.

McCutchen, September, 1904.

jyjY work during the year falls natur-

ally into two divisions. First,

chiefest, is language study. I mean
systematic, steidy, persistent mental
gymnastic feats performed in the deter-

mined effort to grapple with and con-

quer that voluminous, wily, many-sided,
excitable aod exciting beast, which the

chairman of our language committee tells

me the new missionary must be so heart-

less as to “break the neck” of, and that,

too, in two, or at most three years. I

shall not take up your time with a nar-
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ration of the many hairbreadth escapes

which he has met at my hand nor need
I speak of the repeated falls which he
has given to the wrestler’s pride. Suf-

fice it to say on this point that I liave

not yet' succeeded in breaking the neck
of this wily beast. Give me more time,

aud give me the value of your exper-
ience, brethren of the Language Com-
mittee. I am not discouraged, but hope
soon, with the blessing of God, to get

at least a fair average working know-
ledge of Korean.
The second division of my year’s

labor I may properly designate the be-

ginnings of some evangelistic activities.

It is with profound joy that I chronicle

some small beginnings of direct evangel-
istic efforts in behalf of the Koreans.
This work began early in January with
efforts to sermonize and to lead the ser-

vices of our Chuuju church. For six

consecutive weeks, during the absence
of Messrs. Harrison and Tate, assisting

in the Mission training class held at

Mokpo. I was left in charge of the local

work aud made my maiden efforts at

preaching in the native tongue. During
the summer mouths I ha'ie taught re-

gularly the senior Bible class for men in

our Sunday School.

Besides this I have in four trips spent
just six weeks of the year in the coun-
try. On two of these trips I accompanied
Mr. Tate and on one Mr. Harrison,

giving them such assistance as I could
in the conduct of their respective coun-
try work. One rather extended trip I

took without a foreign companion, but

in company with my language teacher

and my helper. We engaged in village

to village preaching in Chinan and Chang-
su counties, came in touch with num-
bers of people, and distributed a good
deal of literature.

THE FUTURE WIVES OF KUNSAN.

From Personal Report ofMrs. W. M.
Junkin, September, 1904.

report naturally falls under the

two heads of Sunday and day
schools. Beginning with the former, I

might almost read any one of my last

three years reports and there would be

little change to make. They are almost

the same set of girls I am teaching, with

the addition of growth in stature and
some advance in. knowledge and I trust

in grace. There is this difference in
the year’s teaching, that all the larger
girls now read well enough to study the
lesson for themselves, and with two ex-
ceptions they have been right faithful
in doing so. While the girls’ day school
was kept up one day in t’ne week was
given to the preparation of the next
Sunday’s lesson, aud on other days they
repeated a Bible verse or several ques-
tions in the catechism. All of the larger
girls have learned Dr. Ingold’s cate-
chism. One great difficulty in both the
Sunday and day schools has been the
great variety of ages among the scholars,
every size from fifteen down being re-

presented. The attendance of the larger
girls has been unusually good, two not
having missed a single Sunday since our
last Annual Meeting. Several others
have missed only once or twice, and then
their absence was unavoidable. The day
school, barring sickness, has been run
from November until August, the girls

getting from one aud a half to two
hours instructiou daily. The attend-
ance has been from ten to sixtee’i,

and necessarily the children were uu-
classifiable on account of their failure to

agree in either age or sense. Kukinuii
reading and writing, Bible, catechism,
and since spring arithmetic, has been
the curriculum. At first I attempted to

teach them all myself, but later found it

more profitable to use the old teacher of

the boys’ school in teaching them during
hours he was not engaged. When not
able to be in the room with him the

“amah” was sent in, and so far no criti-

cism has been heard of the method. One
little girl deserves special praise for pro-

gress made through sheer perseverance.
Not especially bright, by faithfulness

she has gone from “Ka Kya” to smooth
Bible reading.

Our school closed with a “taichup” of

ice cream and cake and each child was
given a pretty card. After the blessing

was asked I noticed that the children

seemed restless and not as happy as the

occasion demanded. Presently one little

girl sidled up and remarked “Mary says

she is thinking so muchab^ut her mother
that she can’t enjoy hers unless she can
divide it with her,” I took the hint,

. and soon all of them were seen scurrying
in every direction with paper covered
saucers and happy faces.
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RECEPTIONS AT SEVERANCE
HOSPITAL.

By Dr. J. W. Hirst.

Ever since the dedication of the new
hospital in Seoul, Dr. Avisou had been
anxious to have the members of the

native Christian churches take a deeper
interest in its success than they had ap-

parently manifested in the old one. It

was quite evident that they did not make
use of it as much as might be expected,

and as a result failed to spread the

news of the hospital’s beneficent work.
Moreover it was hoped that the native

Christians would take some active part

in supporting the hospital. It was
finally, decided to hold a reception aud
thus afford an opportunity for all to

visit the hospital under the most favora-

ble circumstances. The members of our
station cooperated heartily in the under-
taking and so success was almost
assured.

The numbers likely to attend were so

great that it was decided to hold two
receptions, one for the women and another
for the men.

In pursuance of this plau the women
were assembled on Wednesday, Dec.
2ist, 1904, about 12 o’clock noon, in

the new building of Kim Brothers just

south of the gates of the hospital com-
pound. This was made necessary as

there was no assembly hall in the hos-

pital capable of holding so large a num-
ber as was expected to attend. By the
time appointed fully three huudred
women and children were present. Dr.
Underwood presided.

Short addresses were made by Dr.

Avison, Mrs. Sin, and Mr. Hong Won
U, in which the hospital story was told

aud its relation to the people as a whole

and especially the Christian believers
and adherents.

This meeting over, the visitors were
invited to visit the hospital and inspect
it from top to bottom. After the in-

spection light refreshments and coffee

were provided for all by the ladies of the
mission. The.se were served in the large
rear room on the first floor. The in-

terest and curiosity shown by all in the
hospital appointments was very re-

freshing.

On the evening of the following day,
Dec. 22nd., 1904, a similar reception was
held for the men of the various Christ-
ian churches in and about Seoul.

They assembled at 6.30 P. M. in the
same place. Dr. Underwood again pre-

sided in his usual happy manner. .\d-

dre.sses were delivered by Dr. Avison,
Mr. Hong and Mr. Kim Yun Oh.

They presented forcibly the subject
of Christian philanthropy as exe>uplified

in hos.;ital work and urged the wisdom
of Koreans joining in it. As a result

nearly 200 yen was subscribed for the

purpose of supporting two beds in the

hospital during a period of one year. In

this way the Korean Christian people
of Seoul become direct participants in

the public care of the unfortunate sick.

The reception and collation at the
hospital was greatly enjoyed by all. The
building presented an especially attrac-

tive display with ail its electric lights

gleaming and the decorations.
All present seemed to partake of the

liberal spirit of the Christ w’nose birth-

day was soon to be celebrated, aud if

appearances are not deceptive they went
away well plea.sed with the “Kugyung”
afforded them.

OUR TRAINING CLASS SYSTEM.

From Annual Report of Pyeng Yang
Station, September, 1904.

JN our plans for educating the Church
the Bible study training class holds

an important place. Understanding
education to mean “not so much the

communication of knowledge as the dis-

cipline of the intellect, establishment of

principles and the regulation of the

heart,/’’ it may be said that while we are

making plans for various kinds of insti-

tutional education and have the begin-
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iiings of a primary school system and an
Academy for the younger generations,
the education of the whole church, all its

membership, young and old, literate and
illiterate, is being undertaken systemat-
ically and largely by training classes, in

which the text book is the Bible. Some
of these are representative in character,
the attendance coming from every part
of the field

;
others are local, meant only

for the members of a particular group.
Some are attended only by men, others
only by women

;
but in most of the

country cl sses both men and women
are taught, though in separate divisions.

Sometimes these classes are taught en-

tirely by the missionaries; as are those
held in Pyeng Yang, or by the mission-
ary and several helpers, a “circuit

class,’’ but more often b)'^ the helpers
alone. Bible stud)' is the object of the

cla.ss, but prayer, conference, and prac-
tical evangelistic effort are prominent
parts of the work.

The usual program is a sun-rise prayer
and song service in whatever house
those attending the class are sleeping.

After breakfast all meet for a half-hour
devotional exercise, after which they

scatter for the rnorning Bible study, the

number of classes depending upon the

available teaching force. In the after-

noon there is another hour of Bible

study, an hour for teaching singing, and
often a part of the afternoon is used in

preaching to the unconverted in their

homes. In the evening all unite in a

conference or an evangelistic service.

Various methods of Bible study are

employed, such as by topics, by books of

the Bible, or exegetically, verse by
verse, making an outline of the book as

the study proceeds. This last method is

perhaps the most popular.

Certain conditions and characteristics

of the people make this sort of instruction

particularly attractive to the Korean
church. For the most part, the people

are farmers, and have their idle as well

as their busy seasons of the year

Hence there are certain months when
attendance on a class involves less per-

sonal sacrifice than at others, During
these seasons most of the classes are

held. Then, too, the love of money
and of the things of this world is not

so great here as in some other lands,

and the Christians have learned that
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is only right to put aside their occupa-
tion for several weeks each year, for the
special study of the word of God. Many
Koreans have a natural inclination to
study and many others readily learn
to apply themselves. They are exceed-
ingly patient students ; time is no object
to them, nor are they easily provoked
by a slow teacher or by the presence of
a dullard in the class.

Koreans naturally like to study and
they like to teach

; so this method is

simply taking advantage of certain well-

known characteristics. This love of

learning tends the more to Bible study
because there is no Korean literature

worthy of the name. However, the main
reason for the large attendance upon
these classes and their popularity is to

be found, not in these natural charac-
teristics, but in a love for the Word.
During the past year about 6o^ of the
members and catechumens availed them-
selves of the privileges of one or more of

these classes, which were held in about

15% tbe groups.
Now, why all these clas.ses? On what

theory of Missions is so much energy
expended in this way? There are help-

ers who spend fully half their time and
more than half their energy on classes.

It is exceedingly hard work for the help-

ers and takes time from the regular
work of the circuit. Neither is it an
easy matter for the group in which the

class is held. During the class there are

often several persons, beside the helper

or helpers, to be entertained free of

charge, while lighting and heating the

various extra buildings is another item

of expense. Guests must be entertained,

the classes must be attended, and one’s

usual occupation must be set aside.

Then there is the danger which the mis-

sionary has to watch for and guard
against

;
of study just for the excitement

of study, or to acquire the distinction of

scholarship, or holding conferences just

as school boys hold a debate. Study is

necessarily self-culture; if it stops there

the result is self-righteousness. Why
then make such an expenditure of energy

and run so many risks?

In the first place, our Lord command-
ed us not only to make disciples and
baptize them, but to “teach them to

observe all things which I command
you.’’ Then too, the method is honor-
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ing to God’s Word, and teaches all the

authority of God in their lives. His
Word, rather than that of the helper or

the missionary, early becomes the Christ-

ian’s rule of faith and practise. Their
preaching is more authoritative and
their reason for the faith within them is

Biblical.

This method of education tends to

bring about a mutual understanding be-

tween the rank and file and the leaders,

helpers, and missionaries, so unifying
the young church that it presents a solid

front and is made more of a power in

the midst of heathenism. The surest

way to make a distinction between the

church and the world is to set men
to study the Bible and to preach its

truths. This system is cumulative in

its results, tending to make a unit of

each group, of each circuit, and of

the whole church
;

for it puts the
literate on a plane with the illiterate,

the man in the city with the man in

the country, wipes away harmful dis-

tinctions of class, age, sex, and con-
dition, and gives the whole church a

common weapon against a common foe.

It makes of the church, men and women
alike, an army skilled in the use of God’s
Word. Thus not only are there one or
two in each group ready and willing in-

telligently to defend the truth, but the
whole church becomes a preaching force.

And not only can the church preach,
but it can and does demand a higher
order of preaching from the helpers.

Among the many advantages of these
classes, perhaps the greatest is that they
afford an occasion to develop qualities of

true leadership. Opportunities for pre-

liminary training and trial, as well as

more careful selection, are almost with-
out end.

THE GOSPEL GAINING IIJ HAM KYENG.

From Monthly Report of Rev. W. R.

Foote, October, 1905.

JN one place we spent the night with
one of the most prominent men in

wealth and rank in Ho Yang, He some
months before had heard of the Gospel,
and decided to inquire as to what it

means. He went to a Christian who
lives three miles away, listened to his

story, bought a New Testament and
other books, and decided to believe. A
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man of any standing becoming a Christ-

ian was unheard of a few years ago.

Another day as we were climbing a

hill, two men called after us from the

village we had just passed to buy books,

which we were glad to sell. They
listened to our message and promised to

inquire more fully into the Gospel.

How different from four years ago
when two colporters spent a whole
month in this same province selling

only one Gospel and that for half price.

One night they sold a book for 2 cents,

but the man returned it early next
morning, saying his neighbours would
not allow him to keep it. The one they

sold was at the top of a mountain pass.

The man after a moments reflection

thought to avoid taking the book by
saying he had only half the price, 7

poun. The colporters gladly received it

and immediately began to descend the

mountain, fearing he would refuse to

take the book. Now we sell books
readily, even to those who have no de-

sire to become Christians.

One morning after holding service

with the Christians in a certain village,

as we were on our way to the next

group, we talked to a man and tried to

persuade him to become a Christian.

After listening a while he said “No”
with some emphasis. Weaskedhim why
he was so decided. He replied that the

magistrate had ordered the arrest of all

the Tong Haks in the county and the

Yasu Kyo (Christianity) was only an-

other name for Tong Haks. We ex-

plained to him that we were loyal to the

king and not rebels, like the Tong Haks,
and that we worshiped the only true

God. We met others who had a similar

opinion of Christians.

On the other hand I found it quite

common for men to call themselves

Christians and attend service, when they

have but little idea what it means. They
know they are dissatisfied with the op-

pression of the officials and with all the

religion they know, viz., sacrificing to

evil spirits. They think the church is

popular and they wish to be connected

with so influential a body. While this

is not all we could desire it is vastly bet-

ter than indifference. It is an open door

and a golden opportunity to proclaim the

unsearchable riches of Christ. Men are

glad to receive our instruction. In two
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counties in particular this state of feel-

ing exists. In each of the seven wards
in Ho Yang and in the eight wards in

Kim Sung there are Christians. We
called at the Magistrate’s office, but find-

ing him out, visited the jail, preached
and gave books to the prisoners. Kore-
an prisons are very bad and prisoners
often spend long hours of suffering,

sometimes long years. In this field there

are 13 prisons, usually well filled with
prisoners. One kindly old gentleman
we met in the Kim Sung jail appeared
very much like one of the better class

Koreans, and on talking with him we
found out he had heard the Gospel. He
said he was guilty of no crime. L,ater I

learned that an official in Seoul wished
to bury his mother on a site held sacred
by the prisoner’s village. Failing to do
so he brought the county magistrate to

the village to decide the matter. The
villagers, knowing the case would go
against them, caught the offender, killed

him, burnt his body, and threw the ashes

into the river. The magistrate was
frightened and instead of going back to

his county seat fled to Seoul. The
prisoner, being the head man of the vil-

lage, was soon arrested and has been lying

some months in jail with little hopes of

release.

From the i8th to the 22nd I was busy
visiting different groups every day. As
my time was limited I could only spend
a few hours in each place. A month at

least should have been given to this sec-

tion of the field. Everywhere I found
the work encouraging. In some older

groups very few read the Christian News,
but in these places nearly every family

takes it. They speak of it as their teach-

er.

At Pa Am Kol all the Christians are

young people, eight families in all, and
are much in earnest. I was impressed

more and more this trip, as I visited

group after group, twenty-one in all,

and thought of the groups in other sec-

tions of my circuit, some of which are

older and larger than these, with the

thought that the time had come when it

would be well to give up my work in

Wonsan and devote myself entirely to

this southern field, which is large enough
for two missionaries.

On Sunday the 23rd inst. I preached

at Cho Sa, the second largest village in

Kim Sung. About 40 Christians were
present and a number of heathen who
listened atlentivel}'. After the morning
service it was decided to build a church
and money was pledged for that purpose.
I had not advised them in the matter,
but they felt the need and made a good
beginning. I have since heard that the
church is being built and that a school
teacher has been engaged to begin teach-
ing at the Korean New Year.
The Japanese major stationed near

here has been a help to our people. He
holds service every Sunday for the sol-

diers and sometimes preaches to our
men. The Korean Christians are so ac-

customed to meet those who have no
sympathy with their religion that they
regard it a great blessing to meet one
who cares for their souls’ welfare. One
Sunday he presented each of our Christ-

ians with a pencil and notebook so they
could write down anything in the ser-

mons they wished to remember.
From Cho Sa I turned my face home-

ward, visiting several groups by the way.
I spent a very pleasant night at Yun
Mot Kol, where I found 12 Christian

families. Every one here would like to

have a class, as the place is very central

but as there is no room large enough we
will have to wait until a church is built.

The last day I spent in Kim Sung, I

visited two groups. At Tan Ko Ki the

Christians are making good progress and

what we lack in many places we have

there, viz., a woman, well educated and
capable of teaching the other women.
We have also a man who makes a very

good leader.

We reached home after being absent

24 days, during which time I visited

nearly all the groups in that section of

the field, travelled about 300 miles, bap-

tized fourteen, and enrolled seven cate-

chumens.

THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER.

From Personal Report of Mrs. S. A.

Moffett, September, 1904.

TTAITHFUL Paksi, who has been my
helper and Bible woman for six

years, was laid aside from active work

this spring by a slight stroke of paralysis.

She has recovered the use of arm and limb

to a great extent but not her former
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ready thought and speech, and probably
will not again be able to hold the inter-

est of a large number ot women or to

teach and preach as formerly. To be
taken from her loved njork was a trial’

she hardly knew how to bear for a time,

but she is learning the secret of the
ministry of prayer and the joy of know-
ing she may have a part in services and
classes which she cannot lead nor teach.

In her place I have Wonsi, an earnest
woman from the country, who is faith-

fully studying, helping in class work
and in house to house visiting, and
whose whole heart is in work for the

Master. She has a class of six women
who are learning to read and several

inquirers in four or five houses, to

whom she is teaching the truths of the
Gospel. These are nearly all attending
services now, two have become catechu-
mens, and one, a woman fifty years old,

who was a sorceress, recently gave up
all her evil practices, declared that she
would be a Christian, and requested the
Christian women to come to her house
and clear it of all the devil’s instru-

ments which she had used so long.
Wonsi’s joy over these women, whom
she has led out, and her watchfulness
over them is like that of a mother for

her children.

IN LABORS MANIFOLD.

From Personal Report of Mrs. L. H.

Underwood, September, 1904.

MY. report for the year 1903-1904, as

far as relates to myself, is mainly
a story of inefficiency and work left un-
done. During the winter I was re-

peatedly confined to the house for a

week at a time by sickness, and even
when able to go out was prevented from
teaching for a long time by loss of voice,

so that the Bible classes I had under-
taken were conducted only with frequent

interruptions. Miss. Wambold, whose
own work was large, often took m}'

place when possible, but during the time

she was out of the city there was no one
who could do this.

In our own neighborhood so many
had moved away, there being no native

heathen residents to draw upon for

fresh material, and the unrestrained

Russian and French soldiery so near,

the w'omen’s Tuesday morning class had

to be most sorrowfully abandoned. In
its place I started one at Aog-iy (whither
a number of our families have moved)
for which they were most grateful, and
I have been amply repaid by finding

that I was reaching a number of women
not reached before.

One of these mothers was very sick,

and on one of my visits I found two or

three Christian women there from a dis-

tance. They did not say why they
came. On leaving I met others going
there. My curiosity was aroused,
though I suspected, and when I asked a

week later I found it was as I thought,
they were meeting there by regular ap-

pointment to pray for her. At another
house where I had occasion to make an
early morning call unexpectedly, as I

approached I heard reverent tones and
the words of Scripture and found them
studying their Bibles together.

The saxies (unmarried girls) have
nearly all of them learned the entire

catechism and many Bible verses, one
little girl not ten years old having learn-

ed all the catechism in less than two
months. I am often pleased and sur-

prised to find how, well the children are

being taught in the homes. Some of the
people are very poor and some of our
families slept in pits dug in the ground
during the bitterest weather, since it

was wanner there than in their houses.
Although my own classes have not all

been well attended, when we remember
that, in addition to the causes already
mentioned, the winter has been the
severest known for nearly twenty years,

the women of SaiMun An church have
not been very derelict, especiallj' as
there have been quite a large number of

services. Nut counting the three held
on Sunday, Miss. Wambold and I have
held six Bible classes a week in different

neighborhoods, an every night prayer
meeting was held in the church for three
months, which was attended by from
ten to thirty women, class or cottage
prayer meetings were held one evening
each week in every neighborhood in the
church jurisdiction (19), and the regular
Wednesday night meeting also during
all the remainder of the year- About
ten of the women regularly attended the

teachers’ meeting held at our house on
Saturday nights.

In October I spent nearly three weeks
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with Mr. Underwood visiting the coun-
ties of Tong Chin, Kiui Po, Song Do,
and Pung Deuk. It was inspiring and
delightful. We found the country
crowded with populous villages of people
ready to receive the Gospel. Most of

the Christians had had no comranniou
service or at most only one since before

we went to America, over two years,

because there was no one to go, and it

was pathetic to see how many had been
wearily waiting to be received into the
fold and with what tearful joy we were
welcomed. In spite of severe famine
and long neglect they bad remained
wonderfully faithful. There were many
touching instances of faith in persecution
and trial, which made us feel how near
they were to the Lord. We were however
most painfully impressed with the urgent
need of instruction and reluctantly re-

turned in the hope of going back to them
in the spring for a long visit

;
but “were

let hitherto.” God however has sent
others, and they have not been left al-

together untaught.

WITH THE WOMEN OF CHUNJU.

From Annua! Report of Miss M. S.

Tate, September, 1904.

^HE woman’s work has been conduct-
ed along the same lines as formerly,

visiting, receiving visits, teaching classes,

visiting the aged, sorrowful, and sick.

I am glad to report the women s work
has opened up to me in the city as never
before. More women are attending the

regular services from inside the gate
than formerly. I think it is in a large

measure owing to the personal work of

Mrs. Choi and that done on the Sabbath
before and after service.

The joy of seeing evidences of spiritu-

al growth among the Christians has been
mine. Onestriking instance; As I entered

the home of Mrs. Chung one day I found
her sitting on the floor with her beloved
Bible (which she had learned to read last

year) lying open before her on the floor

and her face beaming with the joy which
she could scarce contain until the greet-

ings were ended. “Oh, I am so glad and
thankful that I have learned to read this

blessed book for myself. I am .so utter-

ly ignorant that I simply could not learn

enough at church and the classes. I
must read every day for myself and the
children I would not know at all how
to train them else.” “Now,” she said,
“just listen to this; since I learned
to trust in Jesus alone I have been so
disgusted with the thought that the peo-
ple of the neighborhood should keep a
lamp burning for the mountain-god all

the time, when I knew it was useless;
.so, in my ignorance, I have been going
out each evening and turning the oil

into my own lamp to burn to sew and
read by. But I have just learned this

morning that it was not my oil, and I

was stealing, really stealing, and I

thought it was right.” It was nine
years from the time she first camo to see
me and heard the Gospel before she w'as

willing to inquire more, though she con-
fesses that she never forgot the first

message. So, we must teach, teach, and
keep on teaching.

I am glad to report a very interesting
work having sprung up among the wo-
men of Yong Chongni, about six miles
from Chunju, traceable to the influence

of a woman who had been in Mrs Hrr-
rison’s employ and to a number of wo-
men from that neighborhood who had
been in the hospital. I spent Wednes-
day night with them a number of times
and we had such good enthusiastic meet-
ings with an attendance of thirty women
and girls each time. At other times
others of the Christian women from
Chunju went out to meet with them.
There are no women in that village who
can read, but some are learning and I

hope that one or two can arrange to

come to Chunju to learn this autumn.
It was in this place that an old white-

haired lady came to see me to ask some
questions about things she could not

understand. One was about that box in

the meeting place that some would try

and each time she touched the box some-
thing inside would hollow; was it some
kind of an animal, or what, that made
all that noise ?

One day on the way to Yong Chongni
we stopped at the house of a noted for-

tuneteller and found the room full of wo-
men. After waiting a bit for them to

become accustomed to us, we began to

tell them the “old, old story” and short-

ly all in the room were listening, even
the fortune teller herself.
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THE GOSPEL REGENERATES.

From Monthly Station Report of

Rev. S. F. Moore, November, 1904.

^FTER a thirty-six days’ round of

the groups I would report that the

spiritual status of the work seerus to be
about the same as a year ago. They
that were lukewarm seem to be luke-

warm still. In eight places the pulse

beats full and strong, in four'places it is

decidedlj' weak, and in other four it is

hardly up to medium.
.Among the sorrowful things to be

mentioned is Sabbath breaking, for

which one butcher and a half dozen
farmers were suspended. The butcher

says he cannot help working on Sunday
when the market comes on that day,

and the farmers say that they keep the

Sabbath usually, but in harvest time

they are unable to resist the pressure

brought to bear upon them by their land

lords, who in some instances threaten

to take their land away from them if

they persist in delaying the work. The
agent sent down from Seoul is impatient

to get through and go back to the city,

and it is really a serious matter in some
instances, as the loss of their laud
would mean disaster. Besides those
suspended there were a number of

farmers who had missed one or two
Sabbaths for similar reasons

;
but as they

expressed their sorrow and their pur-

pose to transgress no more, they were
not suspended.

I was impressed with the terrible,

dreadful poverty of the people. The
ordinary tax is about two dollars per hut,

and this year, besides the usual tax paid

to the government, they have paid on
an average twice as much to the Japan-
ese to assist in constructing the railway.

The money was not paid to the Japan-
ese, but was used to pay the men sent

from the different villages to do the
work called for by the Japanese, who
paid very little money to many of those
employed, making up for it by giving
them an abundance of blows. As a con-

sequence, almost all the people are in

debt. Our Christians are among the

poorest people as a ruie, and I don’t

think there are ten in a hundred families

who are not in debt. None pay less

than 5 '’;^ per month, and some are pay-

ing 12% per month! So it is not stir

prising that soap and towels are luxuries
beyond their reach, and that they can-
not afford to paper even one room.
Poverty has come to many as a result of

laziness, but not to all. When I asked
one of our earnest Christians at Muhak-
kol how much he was reading his Bible

these days, he said that he read it only
on Sundays, and by way of explanation
stated that he was off to work before

daylight and did not get home till dark,

when be was too tired, so he just prayed
with his family night and morning.

At Tangkol I performed the marriage
ceremony for a couple in the smallest,

meanest hut—only one room in the house.

The groom was eighteen and the bride

twenty. They were bashful, but the

bride has attended Bible class, knows
how to read, and was an improvement
on some others in that she was able to

respond to the questions.

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
was administered in twelve places, giv-

ing opportunity for all the people in the

district to partake. All examinations
for baptism were postponed until spring
trip.

The feeling that it is necessary to

educate the children is growing strong

and stronger, and on this trip arrange-

ments were made for four day-schools,

three of which have already commenced
work. There being no foreign mone3',

the native brethren give the teacher his

meals and provide running expenses, I

agreeing to give each teacher a new suit

of winter clothes. Besides these four

schools, instruction will be given in two
other groups as far as possible, the

teacher having been selected and con
s^.nting to work without pay. In both
instances the man to do the teaching
ow'ns some land and will be able to give a

good deal of time to the work, but not

all their time. Besides this there are to

be night .schools in two places, and the

friends are going to try to read Enraun
this winter. Before believing they were
content to let the children grow up in

ignorance and to be ignorant them-
selves

;
but now almost all seem to be

making an effort to learn to read and to

teach the children. There are three

boys at Chung Chon, more than one
hundred // from the nearest group, who
can read the Testament better than their
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fathers, who read fairly well. They are
little chaps, arid the group is too small
to have a school of any sort as yet.

Heretofore the custom has been in

this district to take one newspaper in

each group for the use of the group. On
this trip I took trouble to explain to them
the foreign custom of having the paper
in every house and our financial loss by
having so few subscribers. One month’s
tobacco money, I told them, would
secure the paper for a year, and they
could paper their houses with it when
the year was over. In an.swer to this
appeal thirty-four names were secured,
nearly all new ones. I was surprised at

Parukai by the questions fired at me one
after the other ;—How far is it to where
the clouds go? Why is it that it don’t
hurt your eyes to look at the sun early
in the morning at sunrise and does hurt
them at noon? Why doesn’t the snow
melt on top of the high mountains in

hot countries? Who had great power
in Europe a hundred years ago? etc.,

etc. The questioner was a fourteen
year old boy, who had been reading the
“Christian News.’’

I had testimony meetings in most
places, and some of them seemed quite
helpful, a number of lips being opened
to speak in meeting for the first time.

Four persons made the good decision in

as many places. Two of these begin-
ners are seventeen-year-old boys, who
hav'e studied Chinese. They are pro-

mising fellows, and one of them gave
his first testimony at an evening meet-
ing. A couple of back-sliding families

returned to the fold at Notolli, and over
$20 was subscribed for a chapel at Tang
Kol. The chapel at Keum Chun magis-
tracy has been occupied by the Japanese
soldiers and was left In bad shape. A
subscription was taken to fix it up, and
a Christian brother has now moved in.

Nine new Sabbath-schools were start-

ed in as many places, where they have
never had them or where they have
been discontinued. I made a memoran-
dum of the presents received from the

people as follows, eight chickens, 168

eggs, lot of chestnuts, and five candles.

It has hithertoo been our custom to pay
for our rice, but this time in five places

the people refused to take anything.
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There is need of much prayer for the
leaders, upon whom much depends. One
of them had written and posted in the
chapel the following:

—

1. Don’t sit down before the door.
2. Don’t be looking all around the

church.

3. Before worship don’t talk of earth-
ly things, but pray in your heart.

4. After worship begins sit still.

5. Sit down facing the speaker.
6. Don’t look around at those who

come in late.

7. Don’t be pulling at your own or
others’ clothes.

8. Don’t belch or yawn loudly.
9. Don’t make any loud noise.
10. Don’t speak until the other man is

through.
11. Don’t change your seat.

12. Give strangers a seat and half of
your book.

TRUST BRINGS CALMNESS.

From Personal Report of Mrs. G.

Lee, September, 1904.

^HE regular Sabbath morning Bible
study class has continued as usual.

The enrollment is 219. Since the war the

attendance is somewhat smaller, perhaps
averaging 150. There are ten classes

and I feel sure the Korean teachers are

learning each year to be more efficient.

Although the disturbance of war affected

the attendance, we did not miss a meet-
ing. Most of my women come from the
neighborhoods near our compounds, and
our remaining here in our homes, I feel

sure, made it possible for them to stay.

I remember one special Sabbath morn-
ing, when the Russians were not far

away. I felt rather uncertain as to

what might happen, but I was glad I

went down. The women were so glad to

see me and their firm trust in God was
so evident, that it did my heart good.

As I looked from the window and saw
the poor people outside fleeing from the

city, I thought of the great contrast in

the lives of these women which the la.st

few years had brought about. Nothing
but their trust in their Savior could

bring such calmness.

METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE : SEOUL.
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THE SPIRIT WORKING MIGHTILY.

JUST as the last sheet of this number
has been printed off, word comes to

us of couversions hitherto unexampled
upon this field, and we hasten by this

insert to make it known farther along.

From East aud West a'nd North and
South private letters bring tidings of

training classes larger in numbers and
higher in spiritual ). lane than those of

last year
;
of work, as Dr. Sharrocks

says, “growing as never before; new
people coming into the church every
week.” From Pyeng Yang, under
date of February 20th., Dr. Moffett

writes “We have been having remark-
able meetings here f-.r two weeks. In

the morning we had classes for the wo-
men of the church taught by several of

the ladies of the station, and a class

for the men taught by Mr. Swallen £fnd

me. There were nearly 200 women and

150 men in attendance. In the after--

noon about 400 meu and women gather-

ed at the church for conference and
prayer, after which they separated, taking

tracts and invitations for circulation in

the. city. The city was districted and
every house was visited with invitations

to the services held at night in both the

Central Church and the South Gate.

Church. Both buildings were crow’ded

almost every night, with especially large

congregations on Wednesdays and Sun-
days. After the first night invitation

was given to those who wished to be-

come Christians to rise and afterward
come forward for prayer and conference.

Every night thereafter there were from
20 to 60 men and women in the Central
Church and from 10 to 40 in the South ,

Gate Church who professed conversion,

so that during the two weeks there have
'been some 700 people w'ho have given

in their names with the expressed de-

sire of becoming Christians. The meet-

ings .have been a rich blessing to us all

and the work and testimonies of the

Christians have shown again the great

power of the Gospel. Now comes the

work of caring for and instructing this

great body of new believers, and we are

now planning for that. The South Gate
Church is crowded and we are again face

to face with the problem of finding ac-

commodation for the congregations. Be-

fore the addition to their church can be

finished we shall probably be in need of

a third church to accommodate the over-

flow at the Central Church. While we
rejoice over the evident work of the

Spirit of God, we also wonder how we
are to compass the volume of work which

this growth entails. We are hearing of

like growth and prosperity iu all the

country round about, and our opportuni-

ties are even greater than ever. The
South Gate Church overflowed into its

Way Sung Chapel, and there Mr. Beru-

heis<^l and Dr. Whiting began meetings

with like successful results. Surely
this is a harvest time in Korea.’’








